x                      MANY MA Nil A T ARICIA                     101

the house as substitutes for the patient, who thus rids himself
of the ghost. So if a man has been attacked by a crocodile
and has contrived to escape, he makes a puppet of dough or
meal and casts it into the water as a vicarious offering ;
otherwise the water-god, who is conceived in the shape of a
crocodile, might be angry.1 In certain of the western dis-
tricts of Borneo if a man is taken suddenly and violently
sick, the physician, who in this part of the world is generally
an old woman, fashions a wooden image and brings it seven
times into contact with the sufferer's head, while she says :
" This image serves to take the place of the sick man; sick-
ness, pass over into the image." Then, with some rice, salt,
and tobacco in a little basket, the substitute is carried to the
spot where the evil spirit is supposed to have entered into
the man. There it is set upright on the ground, after the
physician has invoked the spirit as follows : " O devil, here
is an image which stands instead of the sick man. Release
the soul of the sick man and plague the image, for it is
indeed prettier and better than he." Similar substitutes are
used almost daily by these Dyaks for the purpose of draw-
ing off evil influences from anybody's person. Thus, when
an Ot Danom baby will not stop squalling, its maternal
grandmother takes a large leaf, fashions it into a puppet to
represent the child, and presses it against the infant's body.
Having thus decanted the spirit, so to speak, from the baby
into the puppet, she pierces the effigy with little arrows from
a blow-gun, thereby killing the spirit that had vexed her
child.2 Similarly in the island of Dama, between New
Guinea and Celebes, where sickness is ascribed to the agency
of demons, the doctor makes a doll of palm-leaf and lays it,
together with some betel, rice, and half of an empty egg-
shell, on the patient's head. Lured by this bait the demon
quits the sufferer's body and enters the palm-leaf doll, which
the wily doctor thereupon promptly decapitates. This may
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